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For Organ Concert

By Tim Summerlin

On Sunday, July 17, an event oc-
curred in the sanctuary of First Pres-
byterian Church that almost seemed
predestined. Church organist Dr. Sa-
brina Adrian, along with the Sympho-
ny of the Hills, presented a concert
that featured Ottorino Respighi’s
Suite in G Major for Strings and Or-
gan and Camille Saint-Saens’ Organ Symphony (#3).

Dr. Adrian has offered a number of concerts in addi-
tion to her regular service at worship and with the
chancel choir. But this concert with a professional
orchestra was a first for us. Somehow it seemed a
musical event which organ and organist were des-
tined to present. Between the two compositions,
there were lyrical and contemplative passages,
movements of great energy and the majestic final
entrance of the organ in the Saint-Saens symphony
conveying the Jehmlich’s full power.

Our congregation is regularly blessed by Sabrina’s
talent. Having the community join us, making a
nearly full sanctuary, allowed us to share an excep-
tional experience with our neighbors. You can ask
violinists Bruce and Connie Story, who had long
sought the opportunity to perform this work, just
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what it meant to them. We thank the church, Sabri-
na, Symphony of the Hills, and Schreiner University

for making this moment possible. Technically, per-
haps, this was a concert, not a worship service. The
musical genres are familiar from classical music ra-
ther than sacred pieces. But few who were present
on Sunday would deny that they were part of a spir-
itual experience. Already there is talk of how we
might come up with a sequel! The generous audi-
ence donated $1,528 that will be directed to this
fall's Children’s Adventures in Music program. FPC's
Alysse O'Brien develops curriculum for Hill Country
third and fourth grade students, and Symphony mu-
sicians visit their schools to share the melodies they
will hear from the full orchestra when they fill
Cailloux Theater twice on October 5. One blessing
leads to another!



Jane was born in Texas City, a town practically de-
stroyed in 1947 when a shipload of fertilizer explod-
ed. Jane, age two and a half, remembers windows
of their home coming in and cuts to her mother’s
face. The family remained in Texas City, Jane's fa-
ther a physician. At age 7, Jane survived a serious
case of spinal meningitis in her mother’s care at
home, avoiding exposure to polio which her young-
er brother had contracted. A healthy teenager, she
actively participated in Literary Guild, Red Cross,
Pep Squad, Girls Scouts, Student Council and was



